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Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Jorden Schiff 

On March 8, 2016, the community will vote on 
a referendum to support improvements at 
Hillsborough High School and Hillsborough 
Middle School. The artificial turf at the high 
school is nearing the end of its useful life. 
Many athletic teams, marching band and 
outside organizations enjoy time on the turf so 
it is important to maintain a level of safety for 
all. Those who have driven through the 
middle school parking lot have seen firsthand 
the potholes and poor drainage that have 
plagued those who work and visit HMS. As a 
result of the parking lot improvements, not 
only will the lot be free potholes, but also pick-
up and drop-off will return to HMS, rather than 
Triangle Elementary School.   
 
If the referendum is supported by the 
community, property taxes will not increase. 
The total project cost is $2,034,509. The 

district qualifies for 40% of the project to be 
paid by the State of New Jersey using debt 
service aid. The remaining 60% will be paid 
from the district‘s capital reserve fund. As a 
result, no increase in property taxes is 
needed. Please visit the district website for 
additional information on the referendum.   
 
Finally, the Board of Education is continuing 
to review the tentative 2016-2017 budget. 
Over the next couple of months, the Board 
will fine-tune the budget, and a final public 
budget hearing is scheduled for mid-March. 
We welcome your input on the budget at 
each board meeting or through the district 
website.   
 
With appreciation, 
Jorden Schiff 
 

Assistant Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa M. Antunes 

21st Century Skills?   
(Information for this article was taken from the 
Glossary for Education Reform and 21st 
Century Skills Policy priorities) 
 
Whether in the newspaper, on a blog, in an 
article, or in a lecture or discussion, we hear 
people refer to ―21st century skills.‖ School 
personnel utilize the term widely when 
referring to the preparation of our students… 
―we are preparing them in 21st century skills!‖  
This sounds wonderful, but what does it really 
mean?  What are 21st century skills?  
  
While there are many definitions, most similar 
overall, The Glossary of Education Reform 

defines 21st century skills as ―a broad set of 
knowledge, skills, work habits, and character 
traits that are believed—by educators, 
school reformers, college professors, 
employers, and others—to be critically 
important in today‘s world, particularly in 
collegiate programs and contemporary 
careers and workplaces.‖   
 
Similarly, the Association for Supervision 
and Curriculum Development (ASCD) refer 
to the P21 Framework for Learning in the 
21st Century based upon the essential skills 
that children need to be successful citizens 
and workers. They identified six (6) key 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Amsterdam School survived the Blizzard of 

2016 doing what we do best...learning and 

exploring. Recently, there were many special 

events and opportunities for parent visits. 

 

Our third grade REACH students participated in 

Rounder Day. Parents were invited to help 

students solving original student created 

Rounder word puzzles. The cafeteria was 

smoking hot with all the thinking going on. 

 

Students in Ms. Jones and Mrs. Smith‘s literacy 

classes held two special events. Students in 

grades one and two practiced writing how to 

stories by scripting a favorite recipe. They 

presented their recipes to a parent audience 

while competing for Amsterdam‘s Top Chef 

Award. It was a tie since all students produced 

award winning writing! 

 

The students in grades three and four wrote 

informational magazine articles about a person 

they thought were worthy to Walk the Wall of 

Fame! Students were interviewed by Reporters 

Jones and Smith to explain why their 

candidates were worthy of this prestigious 

award. All of the nominees were accepted to 

the Wall of Fame! This was an exciting ending 

to this monumental event! 

 

Speaking of Wall of Fame…I would like to take 

this opportunity to announce Amsterdam 

School‘s recipients of the Governor‘s Educator 

of the Year Award for the 2015-2016 school 

year. 

 

Amsterdam School is 

excited to name 

Paula Pfriender as 

Teacher of the Year. 

This honor is truly 

deserving of this well 

l o v e d  a n d 

exceptional second 

grade teacher.  Since 

1996, Mrs. Pfriender 

has been teaching and sharing her charm 

with the children of Hillsborough Township 

as a storyteller, ASI Teacher and a first and 

second grade teacher. During this time, I 

have only known her to reach for excellence 

with continuous drive and enthusiasm. 

 

Mrs. Pfriender is a collaborator and an 

innovator, her classroom is inspired by 

excellent instructional practices, deep 

rooted professional knowledge and a strong 

commitment to ongoing professional 

development. She embraces new teaching 

strategies with arms wide open, takes risks 

and serves as a role model for her peers. 

By offering invaluable guidance and support 

to both new and experienced teachers, Mrs. 

Pfriender has become the heart and 

strength of the second grade team. One of 

her teammates explained her role in our 

school best: 

 

Paula also embraces challenges such as 

new technology. She is not afraid of trying 

something new. She dives right in and is an 

active leader with our team. She is a true 

role model of excellence! Paula is also a 

motivator by creating excitement with grade 

level projects or activities that enhance our 

curriculum. She will take charge to find any 

needed resources to assist with the project 

and her team members. Paula is also a 

great resource for her team members from 

sharing her own experiences. Paula is not 

afraid to share strategies that worked or did 

not work with a colleague to help when one 

of her team members is faced with a 

challenging situation. Paula always offers 

her support regardless of the “hefty load” 

that is on her own plate. She truly is 

dedicated to her profession, not only to her 

students, but also her colleagues as well. 

 

Mrs. Pfriender is an educator for all the right 

reasons, and she is focused on doing what 

is best for each and every one of her 

students. She works hard to encourage 

and support both teachers and students. 

It is with admiration and the utmost 

respect that the school community has 

honored Mrs. Pfriender by awarding her 

this most prestigious award. 

    

With equal 

admiration, I 

would like to 

a n n o u n c e 

J e n n i f e r 

Dempsey as 

A m s t e r d a m 

S c h o o l ‘ s 

Educa t iona l 

Services Professional of the Year. 

Jennifer serves the community of 

Amsterdam School as our school 

psychologist. She joined Amsterdam 

School staff right out of college. From 

the first day she joined our district, we 

knew she was an ESP - Extra Special 

Professional! Jennifer possesses a 

wealth of knowledge, exceptional 

communicative skills and a dedication to 

her children that sets her apart from 

others.   

 

She is a strong collaborator and 

problem solver. She utilizes excellent 

oral and written communication skills on 

an ongoing basis and always presents 

herself as a professional. She serves as 

an excellent resource for teachers, 

students and parents.  She is 

approachable and dependable; a friend 

to all members of our community.  

 

I can go on and on about the 

exceptional professional and personal 

qualities Jennifer possesses which 

make her truly deserving of this award. 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Hillsborough Elementary School—Ms. Susan Eckstein, Principal 

HES REACH 4th graders are just 
finishing up their ―Enigmas‖ research 
unit. After independently learning about 
a few selected and famous enigmas 
such as Stonehenge, Atlantis, the Loch 
Ness Monster, and the Bermuda 
Triangle, students worked in small 
groups to share their findings. After this 
introductory stage, students picked an 
en igma tha t  they  indiv idua l ly 
investigated in a more in-depth style 
and prepared a presentation, which 
included an original project of their 
design in anticipation of sharing with an 
authentic audience. 
 
Meanwhile, the 3rd grade REACH 
students are wrapping up a unit on 
Rube Goldberg and his ridiculous chain-
reaction machines. Students enjoyed 
finding out about Rube‘s life, his famous 
cartoons, assembling some actual 
contraptions, as well as learning about 
simple machines. Students have 
synthesized all of this knowledge and 
are currently designing their own Rube-
inspired, complicated machines that 
solve a simple task of their choosing. 
 
Did you know that math ROCKS at 
HES? Thirty second grade students and 

Birthday parties are something very special 
to most children, but some children come 
from families that cannot afford a birthday 
party on their own. Working together, 
Hillsborough Elementary School students 
collected typical birthday party ingredients, 
like cake mix, icing, party napkins, birthday 
hats, and candles, which the 3rd and 4th 
graders assembled into more than 50 
complete birthday party kits.  These were 
donated to the Hillsborough Food Pantry to 
be distributed to families in need so that 
financial worries would not impact the 
happiness children should be able to 
experience on their birthdays. 

Further showing that HES knows how to 
party, the Home and School Association 
sponsored the very first Glow Party on 
February 19. The HES Stars were treated 
to music by a DJ, dance lights, fluorescent 
tattoos, glow necklaces, and a fantastic 
evening of friends and fun. They also 
sponsored the perennial favorite, PICTO 
Night, which was exciting and greeted with 
traditional ―ONE MORE TIME!‖ cheers. 
 
On Monday, February 15, all 1st grade 
classes participated in celebrating the 
100th day of the school year. The classes 
rotated through their teachers, each of 
whom ran a different station. Students built 
with 100 cups, made 100 day hats, made 
pictures out of the number 100, wrote 
about how they would spend 100 dollars, 
and made hearts to show 100 reasons they 
love HES or first grade. It was one-hundred
-ful! 
 

their parents participated in Family 
Math during the month of January. 
Each week Mrs. Jett and Mrs. 
Wright presented math-themed 
activities. The first week the children 
rotated through estimation guesses, 
calculator and number puzzles and 
then learned three new number 
games to play with their families. For 
the second week the focus was on 
geometry with activities including 
geoboards, tangrams, penta-
squares and a game called Hurkle 
(which is a new version of the 
classic Battleship game). The third 
week the focus was on fractions. 
Through the use of the concept of 
―planting a garden,‖ the children 
discovered equivalent fractions and 
were able to see fractional pieces 
getting smaller. For the final week, 
the focus was on logical reasoning. 
The activities included strategizing 
to get a hot air balloon ride, magic 
square puzzles, and using logic to 
figure out their partners‘ rainbow 
puzzle. The culminating challenge 
required the families to work 
together to build the tallest tower 
using only 10 paper clips, 2 pieces 
of paper, and a pair of scissors. The 
cafeteria was filled with shouts of joy 
and frustration as the families 
worked together to build and keep 
their towers standing. All the families 
were very positive about the 
educational and enjoyable evenings. 
Family Math will be back in January, 
2017 so mark your calendars now! 
 
Mrs. Thompson‘s 4th graders 
continue to immerse themselves in 
tall tales.  The students have spent 
the past few weeks reading various 
tall tales and identifying elements 
such as exaggerations and larger-
than-life abilities.  Recently, students 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Sunnymead Elementary School—Dr. Tammy Jenkins, Principal 

World Language At 

Sunnymead 

This is the fourth year of 

Chinese language and 

culture at Sunnymead 

School. The students‘ 

progress is amazing! Not 

only have the students 

recalled what they‘ve 

learned in the last couple 

years, but they are also 

eager to learn more about 

Chinese language and 

culture. (Kindergarteners 

are just beginning this 

year.)  

 

The students are fully 

immersed in a Chinese 

environment where they 

learn both the Chinese 

language and culture as it 

is related to their own daily lives. Students 

were able to experience authentic culture, 

such as the Chinese Moon Festival, 

Chinese New Year, ribbon dance, writing 

Chinese calligraphy, kicking shuttlecocks, 

using chopsticks, singing Chinese songs 

as well as practicing Taiji. 

 

Our thematic unit for the third and fourth 

grade this year was ―Food, Glorious Food‖. 

We learned the names of various fruit, 

drinks and food products, which are found 

in both the Chinese and American culture. 

We also learned terms that are useful in 

restaurants when ordering food. During the 

class, students practiced and experienced 

communication skills through the use of 

age appropriate stories, songs, visual aids, 

games, and other fun activities. The 

Cooking Show was a new activity this 

year. In this activity, students learned how 

to make dumplings and wontons. This 

hands-on experience gave students an 

Kindergarten News at Sunnymead 

Sunnymead kindergarten students just 

completed a unit on the Gingerbread Man. 

This is such a wonderful thematic unit. Not 

only do the students learn about fairytales and 

geography but they also have many 

opportunities to write stories, solve math 

problems, and be creative thinkers when 

participating in this unit. We read many 

different versions of the gingerbread man and 

we compared and contrasted all the stories 

that we read. At the end of our week our 

gingerbread man ran away. The students 

received a special video from the gingerbread 

man via email where he was visiting different 

places in Sunnymead. At the end of the video, 

the gingerbread man left the building. Now, 

with the help of the kindergarten parents we 

are waiting to receive postcards from all over 

the world from the gingerbread man telling us 

about his journeys. Each time we get a 

postcard from the gingerbread man we mark it 

on the map and this way the children get to 

see and learn about so many different places 

all over the world.  

 

Math is one of our favorite things to do. During 

the entire school year we work on counting to 

100 and learning about numbers with ―0‖ in 

them. ―Zero the Hero‖ is a special Superhero 

that helps the students count by 10‘s and he 

helps the students identify numbers with zero 

in them. ―Zero the Hero‖ leaves the students at 

Sunnymead School a special surprise in their 

cubby when we reach a day of school with a 

zero in it. Once the students receive a prize 

they sing and dance to the ―Zero the Hero‖ 

song. The students really look forward to their 

visits from ―Zero the Hero.‖ Our last visit from 

―Zero the Hero‖ took place on the 100th day of 

school where students received two prizes 

because the number 100 has two zeros in it. 

.                                 

 

 

opportunity to better understand the 

Chinese culture. All these concrete 

activities, as well as abstract concepts, 

maximize the language learning capacity 

for students. 

 

During the first half of the year, first and 

second grade students reviewed basic 

greetings, leave-taking, self-introduction, 

and learned new lessons on the topics of 

numbers, colors, body parts and family 

members as part of the thematic unit ―All 

About Me‖. 

 

Every student from kindergarten to 4th 

grade has their own tablet. Google Play 

for Education provides many world 

language free apps. Besides the regular 

Chinese class, we also use the tablet for 

the integration class on alternating 

cycles. In these classes we integrate 

Chinese with other subjects. The 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Triangle Elementary School—Mrs. Lisa Heisel, Principal 

Although this year the month of 
February wasn‘t quite as cold as last 
year, the generosity of the students and 
families of Triangle School still warmed 
our hearts, as they collected food for 

the Hillsborough  food pantry in 
honor of the 100th day of school. 
Organized by Ms. Golden, 
students in each grade were 
encouraged to donate foods for 

different meals for the food 
pantry, aiming for and 
reaching the goal of 100 
pieces for each grade level.  
 
The entranceway of our 
school was decorated with 
a bulletin board keeping 
track of the collection and 
students helped pack the 
supplies for donation to the 
food bank.  
 
February‘s monthly spirit 
day provided a host of crazy 
hairstyles as Crazy Hair 
Day was celebrated on 
February 2. Students really 
went ―crazy‖ with their 
designs—and Mrs. Heisel 
wore her first set of pigtails 
ever!! A great day was had 
by all! 
 
As the month came to a 
close, students and staff 
alike look forward to spring 
and warmer temperatures!! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Woodfern students and staff 
participated in a holiday sing-along 
just before winter break to 
recognize the numerous holidays 
students celebrate at this time of 
year, including Diwali, Hanukkah, 
Las Posadas, Christmas, and 
Kwanzaa. A short movie showing 
W o o d fe r n  s tu de n t s  b e i ng 
interviewed about their holiday 
traditions started things off. Then 
students sang many festive songs 
associated with the holidays. 
Finally the school mascot, the 
Roadrunner, made an appearance 
to thank all students for their 
generosity and willingness to help 
others by participating in two school
-wide initiatives. Fourth grade 
student council representatives 
helped with Woodfern's "Giving 
Tree." They hung snowflakes 
d e c o r a t e d  b y  W o o d f e r n 
students. The snowflakes stood for 
donations given by Woodfern 
families to help other Woodfern 
families in need. Over $1,000 worth 
of donations were received! Third 
grade governors helped with the 
Scholastic Reading Club Great 
Story Pajama Drive. Woodfern 
families donated over 150 pajamas. 
 
As  part  o f  the  Hour  o f 
Code initiative, students in grades 
kindergarten through 4 participated 
in age appropriate coding activities 
with our computer support teacher. 
The students discussed with the 
teacher how writing computer 
programs is important to many 
aspects of what computers can do. 
Of course the students were very 

a w a r e  o f  c o m p u t e r 
programming being used to 
make video games! In 
kindergarten, the students 
worked on dragging and 
dropping boxes to form 
pictures. This helped them 
practice the idea that boxes 
(commands) need to be in a 
specific order to work, in this 
case to form a picture. This is a 
basic principle of coding: 
sequencing. In grades 1-4, the 
students completed game tasks 
by correctly choosing and 
sequencing command blocks. 
The gaming tasks centered on 
the popular game Angry Birds 
and the current Star Wars 
movie, The Force Awakens. 
The 3rd and 4th grade students 
went one step further and 
actually used block commands 
to create their own game, 
complete with awarding and 
deducting points for specific 
act ions. Many students 
continued their coding practice 
at home because, in their 
words, "It was so fun!" 
   

Woodfern Elementary School—Mr. Steven Kerrigan, Principal 
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Woods Road School—Ms. Jodi Howe, Principal 

W o o d s 

R o a d 

School is 

proud to 

a n no un ce 

that Annie 

McCloskey 

has been 

selected as 

the Woods 

R o a d 

S c h o o l 

2016 Teacher of the Year. She has been 

an educator for 16 years and has worked 

in the district for 14 years. Annie 

McCloskey is currently a 4th grade 

teacher. Ms. McCloskey received a 

Bachelor of Science Degree in Education 

from Rutgers University. She is a dynamic 

and caring teacher who inspires her 

students in the classroom. Ms. McCloskey 

provides her students with a variety of 

activities through the use of differentiated 

instruction. Her classroom is warm and 

inviting and one that is child centered. She 

seamlessly integrates technology 

throughout the day.  

When asked who her inspiration is, Ms. 

McCloskey said, ―Joan Benoit Samuelson, 

the first female Olympic Marathon 

Champion. Her favorite teaching moment 

was when a student said, "I never liked to 

read until you were my teacher. Now I 

LOVE to read all of the time!" Ms. 

McCloskey absolutely loves to read. She 

shares favorite books with her colleagues 

and with parents. She shares books with 

her students and provides opportunities 

for them to read deeply in the classroom.  

Her students love to read! 
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Ms. McCloskey‘s favorite quote is, 

"Whatever you are, be a good one." 

Woods Road School is also excited to 

announce Dina Stoff as the 2016 

Educational Services Professional 

(ESP) of the Year. Dina Stoff has been 

in education for 18 years all of which 

have been in Hillsborough and at 

Woods Road. Currently, Mrs. Stoff is 

our Media Specialist. Previously, she‘s 

taught 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades at 

Woods Road School. Mrs. Stoff was 

the district's first technology coach and 

was able to work in every building and 

with staff members in preschool 

through 12th grade. She received her 

u n d e r g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e  f r o m 

S h i p p e n s b u r g  U n i v e r s i t y  i n 

Pennsylvania. She received a Master‘s 

Degree in Educational Technology 

from The College of New Jersey. Mrs. 

Stoff‘s love of books made her the 

perfect fit as the WRS media 

specialist. Mrs. Stoff has completely 

transformed our library into an inviting 

place for reading and learning. It is 

very organized and updated with many 

new books and resources. She also 

has an area for MakerSpace activities 

where students are able to explore and 

create innovative things. In addition to 

this, Mrs. Stoff teaches coding to 

students during lunch recess. Students 

are able to show their creativity in 

many ways while in the library. Many 

students have enjoyed this unique 

experience so far this year! 

The people who inspire her are her 

students, those who have that thirst for 

knowledge and those who get excited 

about a new topic or when they really 

connect with something. Additionally, 

Mrs. Stoff shared that other teachers 

in this district that she has had a 

chance to meet and work with when 

she was the technology coach have 

also inspired her. A favorite moment 

in teaching is after reading a book 

aloud, watching her students seek 

out other books by that same author.   

Woods Road School is honored to 

have both Annie McCloskey as its 

Teacher of the Year and Dina Stoff 

as Educational Services Professional 

of the Year. On behalf of Woods 

Road School, thank you for your 

dedication to our students and school 

community.  Congratulations! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Woods Road School…is cool!  



Auten Road Intermediate School—Mr. Christopher Carey, Principal 

was so moved that 
their son spent all 
his saved money on 
the soup drive, that 
they helped him 
contribute 200 cans 
to the team. So 
many special stories 
surround these 
student donations. 
The 5J and 5K 
f a m i l i e s  c a m e 

through in an amazing fashion, gathering 
an astounding 2,155 cans of soup for 
charity! The ARIS Soup-er Bowl victors 
were Team 5J Panthers, but truly all the 
students were winners by embracing this 
life lesson of giving back to their 
community. Way to go 5J & 5K students 
and families!  
 

Ms. Patricia Sellar - 
Teacher of the Year  
Congratulations to 
Ms. Sellar (Grade 5 
REACH Teacher) for 
being named the 
ARIS Teacher of the 
Year. Ms. Sellar 
e a r n e d  h e r 
Bachelor‘s Degree 

from Rutgers University (Natural 
Resources Management), a Master‘s 
Degree from Michigan State University 
(Curriculum Development), an Elementary 
Education Certificate from Kean 
University, and most recently a Gifted 
Education Certification from Rutgers 
University. After earning her Master's 
Degree, Ms. Sellar began with the 
Audubon Society (NJ) working as a 
Naturalist. A few years later she work with 
the Irvington School District as a Grade 5–
8 Science Teacher. She and her husband 
then moved to Taiwan, where she worked 
at the Taipei American School as a grade 
8 English and History teacher. Ms. Sellar 
then took off 11 years to raise her family. 
During that time, she and her husband 
lived a few years in Singapore. Since 2001 
Ms. Sellar has worked with Hillsborough 
Public School District as a grade 4, 5, 6 

Hoops for Heart  
Congratulations to the entire ARIS student 
body for being named New Jersey‘s #2 Hoops 
for Heart School Fundraiser. This past Fall, 
students (and families) helped to raise nearly 
$20,000 for the American Heart Association.  
Thank you once again to all of students who 
contributed toward this great cause! 
 

Soup-er Bowl  
Fifth grade teams 5J (Mrs. Lyons‘s and Mrs. 
Sanchez‘s homerooms) and 5K (Mrs. Raff‘s 
and Mrs. Andreski‘s homerooms) participated 
in their Second Annual Soup-er Bowl 
collection. With a healthy mix of charity and 
friendly competition, the teams challenged 
each other to collect the most cans of soup to 
donate to the Hillsborough Township Food 
Pantry. Within the two week contest, the true 
lesson of charity really sank in with the 
students. A 5K Broncos family chose to 
contribute over one hundred cans to the 
worthy cause. A boy from the Team 5J 
Panthers shoveled snow in his neighborhood 
to raise enough money to purchase 40 cans of 
soup for the food bank. Another Panther family 

teacher, and most recently a REACH 
teacher. Ms. Sellar is involved in a 
number of committees and clubs at Auten 
Road. Of those, she co-chairs the 
school‘s Battle of the Books Club, serves 
as a co-advisor for the National History 
Day Project, and has been integral in 
helping to organize the annual 5th grade 
Colonial Day. To date, Ms. Sellar 
received the most number of nominations 
for Teacher of the Year at Auten Road. 
Of those, the following is from a 
nomination received by a student:   
 
“I feel Ms. Sellar, my REACH teacher, 
should be selected for TOTY because 
she can amazingly inspire me and my 
classmates that if you work hard there is 
always  a way to find success. Mrs. Sellar 
is dedicated in her work and to her 
students. She allows me and my 
classmates to show our work in many 
ways and challenges us every day to do 
our best. Mrs. Sellar is an 
OUTSTANDING teacher and inspires me 
to always do my best.” Once again, 
congratulations to Ms. Sellar for all that 
you do each and every day for the 
students and staff at ARIS. We are so 
proud to have you represent Auten Road 
as its Teacher of the 
Year for 2016!   
 
Ms. Marla Bruce - 
E d u c a t i o n a l 
S e r v i c e s 
Professional of the 
Year  
Congratulations to 
Ms. Bruce (School 
Psychologist) for being named Auten 
Road‘s Educational Services Professional 
of the Year. Ms. Bruce earned her 
Bachelor‘s Degree from Bucknell 
University (Psychology, Elementary 
Education, and Early Childhood 
Education), a Master‘s Degree from 
Lehigh University (Special Education), 
and an Educational Specialist Degree 
from Seton Hall University  (School 
Psychology).  After graduation Ms. Bruce 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Hillsborough Middle School—Dr. Joseph Trybulski, Principal 

Hillsborough Happenings 

HMS Science Olympiad Advances to 
State Finals 
Members of the HMS Science Olympiad 
Team proudly display their medals for 
individual events placing among the top 
teams at the Northern NJ Regional 
Science Olympiad Competition hosted at 
NJIT. The team now advances to the 
New Jersey state championship 
competition to be held on March 8th.  
Good luck Science Raiders! 

 
HMS Teacher of the 
Year - Mrs. Lisa Kiel 
HMS is proud to 
recognize Mrs. Lisa 
Kiel as our Teacher 
of the Year for 2016.  
Mrs. Kiel has over 20 
years in education 
including 12 years as 

teacher of science at Hillsborough Middle 
School. Throughout her teaching career 
Mrs. Kiel has been an inspiration and 
advocate for science education among 
her peers, students, and particularly for 
young girls. As former advisor to the 
HMS Science Olympiad Team and 
current founder and advisor of HMS-
GEMS: Girls in Engineering, Math and 
Science, Mrs. Kiel continues to sponsor 
guest speakers, field trips, and special 
projects designed to encourage young 
women to advance their studies in 

s c i e n c e  a n d 
technology. ―I see my 
role as a science 
teacher,‖ said Kiel, ―to 
nurture each child‘s 
natural curiosity and 
imagination; to be the 
spark that opens their 
eyes and their minds 
through science to 
the wonders around 
them.‖ 
 

In addition to her work in the classroom, 
Mrs. Kiel has served on numerous 
science curriculum development 
committees in Hillsborough and with the 
NJ Department of Education including 
the NJ Statewide Systemic Initiative to 
Improve Science, Math and Technology 
Education. Mrs. Kiel has also been a 
mentor to countless students and new 
teachers over the years extending her 
positive influence well beyond her 
classroom. In 2013, Mrs. Kiel was 
recognized by Princeton University with 
the Lemonick Science Award for 
Excellence in STEM Teaching.  

 
HMS Educational 
Specialist of the 
Year - Mrs. Anna 
Mahler 
HMS is proud to 
recognize the work of 
Mrs. Anna Mahler as 
our  Educat iona l 

Services Professional of the Year for 
2016. Mrs. Mahler has served 
Hillsborough Middle School for the past 
20 years as our student assistance 
counselor and anti-bullying specialist. A 
graduate of Rutgers University with 
degrees in psychology and social work, 
she is a licensed clinical social worker, 
member of the Academy of Certified 
Social Workers, and serves on the 

Hillsborough/Millstone Municipal 
Alliance. Over the years, Mrs. 
Mahler has established numerous 
student leadership groups including 
the Student Leadership Corps in 
which students facilitate classroom 
presentations and family dialogue 
nights addressing substance abuse 
prevention; REBEL in which our 
students facilitate anti-smoking/
tobacco prevention programs and 
lessons for their peers at HMS and 
to 4th graders around the district; 
and PRIDE promoting tolerance 
and bullying prevention lessons to 
peers at HMS and to 2nd graders 
in all six elementary schools.   
 
Mrs. Mahler is also chair of our 
school safety/climate committee. 
She has facilitated our faculty 
cultural awareness forum and 
sponsored several annual cultural 
festivals at HMS. Finally, Mrs. 
Mahler created our Mentoring 
Program in 2000 and continues to 
match over 50 teacher mentors 
with at-risk students each year. 
When asked about her work, Mrs. 
Mahler said, ―I am deeply honored 
when students trust me and share 
their pain or worries and I can help 
them recover their sense of 
strength and optimism. And, I love 
supporting so many young students 
as they grow into leaders 
empowered to make a difference in 
the world.‖    
 
The students and staff of HMS 
extend a warm appreciation and 
congratulations to Mrs. Kiel and 
Mrs. Mahler for their dedication to 
improving the lives of those 
throughout the Hillsborough 
educational community. 
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Hillsborough High School juniors 
attended an assembly performed by 
SCREAM Theater, a program at 
Rutgers Universi ty, which was 
developed to educate students about 
dating, sexual, and domestic violence, 
as well as stalking, sexual harassment, 
and bullying. The performers are 
volunteers who attend Rutgers, and the 
actors stay in character after the 
performance to answer questions from 
the audience. This program was thanks 
to Lara Becker, HHS junior, who 
brought SCREAM Theater to HHS as 
her Girl Scout Gold Award project in an 
effort to share this important message 
with her classmates. The program was 
well-received by the juniors, who 
appreciated the ―real talk‖ and authentic 
situations presented by the cast. 
 
The  Ph i l l i ps ‘  M i l l  Commun i t y 
Association hosted its third Youth Art 
Exhibition in January, focusing on the 
work of students/schools within a 25-
mile radius of the Mill (located in New 
Hope, PA). Hillsborough High School 
student artists chosen this year were 
junior Rhea Bolar, seniors Derek 
Elwood and Katrina Macaro, and 
freshman Emma Thompson. 
 
Throughout December and January, six 
HHS alumni returned to HHS while on 
winter break from college to speak 
about their college experiences and 
highlight different programs and 
opportunities at the colleges they are 
attending. This "Home for the Holidays" 
program was an excellent opportunity 
for current HHS students to ask 
questions and hear helpful advice from 
former HHS students serving as 
ambassadors to their colleges. These 
visits were coordinated by Mrs. Shari 
Chappell, College & Career Counselor.  
 

Under the organization of junior Shefali 
Kumar, various members of the 
H i l l sbo rough  commun i t y  and 
surrounding area have been visiting 
HHS to share their career experiences 
and advice with interested students in 
a "Career Connections" program. 
Professionals that have given 
presentations thus far include a 
surgeon, an engineer, a physical 
therapist, and a teacher. This program 
has been a great success so far! Mrs. 
Chappell also assists Shefali with this 
worthwhile, post-secondary pursuits 
program. 
 
Mrs. Christine Kirsche's Independent 
Living class made pillowcases that will 
be donated to the organization "Case 
for Smiles." The organization provides 
pillowcases to children who are 
hospitalized with serious illness. 
 
Congratulations to senior Julieyanna 
Parker, who is the State Champion for 
the third consecutive year in the 100 
Yard Butterfly for the HHS Swim 
Team. 
 
Last, but certainly not least, 
congratulations to the Hillsborough 
High School Teacher of the Year, Mr. 
Michael Bober. Mr. Bober has been in 

education for 12 years, every one of 
which has been right here at HHS. He 
teaches one of our most popular 
electives, the Video & Film class, 
which helps students develop the eye, 
perspective, and technical skills 
needed to write, film, and edit videos 
that tell a story and make artistic 
sense. The other class Mr. Bober 
teaches annually is the Art 1-A class, 
which is something truly special. This 
elective serves our self-contained, 
special education students. Among 
their biggest projects each semester is 
their own film, which is written, filmed, 
and edited by students who are doing 
independent studies with Mr. Bober, 
and our special education students are 
our celebrity actors. Each semester, 
these films are filled with joy, mystery, 
humor, intrigue, highly unlikely 
situations, slapstick comedy, and 
always some little life lesson that 
makes for a wonderful final product. 
Mr. Bober is also a co-advisor for the 
Peer Mentoring program, which 
partners juniors and seniors with 
groups of incoming freshmen to help 
them with the transition to the high 
school through monthly meetings and 
group activities. Just having a friendly 
upperclassman face in the hallway or 
cafeteria goes a long way in helping 

our new students settle in 
well each year. 
 
Congratulations to the HHS 
Educat ional  Serv ices 
Professional of the Year, 
Mr. Brian Yarasheski. Mr. 
Y., as he is more commonly 
known, has been in 
education for 26 years, and 
has been a guidance 
counselor for 11 years.  
The vast majority of all of 

(Continued on page 11) 

Hillsborough High School—Ms. Karen Bingert, Principal 
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his years in education have been spent 
at Hillsborough High School; he started 
here as a math teacher who eventually 
realized that, as much as he loved 
math, he also really loved helping 
students in crisis, helping them find the 
perfect college, or helping with anything 
else that they may need, which could be 
done best as a guidance counselor.  Mr. 

Yarasheski is not just a really strong 
guidance counselor who handles some 
pretty major projects, like overseeing 
Advanced Placement testing, he is 
truly dedicated to students outside of 
the school day, too. His is one of the 
voices you will hear over the 
loudspeaker at many home games, 
calling the game with accuracy, 
professionalism, and panache. In 

everyth ing he 
does, he is detail-
o r i e n t e d  a n d 
dedicated, and his 
exacting standards 
serve his students 
and Hillsborough 
H i g h  S c h o o l 
extremely well. 
 
Congratu la t ions 
again to Mr. 
Michael Bober and 
M r .  B r i a n 
Yarasheski! 
 
PARCC testing will 
be conducted at 

Hillsborough High School on April 11, 
12, 13, and 15 (not April 14). In the 
coming weeks, parents and students 
will be receiving information about the 
PARCC test. Please read these 
communications very carefully for 
important information about the test, 
the schedule, and graduation 
requirements. 
 
Graduation for the Class of 2016 will 
be held at the Sun National Bank 
Center in Trenton, NJ, on Thursday, 
June 16, at 3:00 PM. Information will 
be forthcoming to the seniors as it gets 
closer, but mark your calendars and 
get ready to celebrate with our 
graduates! Tickets are unlimited, so 
family and friends are welcome. 
 
Spring is just around the corner!  
Enjoy! 

Hillsborough High School—Ms. Karen Bingert, Principal 
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Life Skills—Mrs. Minda Maggio 

Through cur rent  and  fo rmer 
professional athletes as mentors, the 
goal is for the child to understand the 
importance of education and inspire 
them to become great people in 
society; to reach their dreams in life. 
 
The event will be held at Hillsborough 
High School on April 9, 2016. Event 
night is filled with multiple games 
between the Pros and our local teams, 
a special VIP reception, Silent Auction, 
NFL Store, Meet-and-Greet with the 
players, and so much more. Most 

Hillsborough/Millstone Municipal Alliance 
is teaming up with Dreams for Kids in 
order to raise funds for the Municipal 
Alliance, BoroSafe and Hillsborough Life 
Skills. Dreams for Kids will bring members 
of the NFL Alumni Association to our 
community to play basketball with our 
local all-star teams! 
 
Dreams for Kids is founded by former NFL
-great, Lonnie Allgood. The program‘s 
mission is to help build a child‘s character 
by giving them the tools they need to 
believe in themselves and respect others. 

importantly, the community comes 
out for a fun event filled with positive 
messages. 
 
For more information contact: 
R e b e c c a  G r o s s m a n  a t 
borojoesvspros@gmail.com or Minda 
Maggio at (908) 431-6600 x2809 
 
To order tickets, click here.  

https://my.thesignuphub.com/Hillsborough-High-School.aspx


did a close read of a Paul Bunyan story 
and then watched a video about Paul 
Bunyan on their Nexus tablets. After 
thoroughly examining both versions, the 
students worked in pairs to fill out a 
Venn diagram that compared and 
contrasted the story and the video. The 
students loved practicing this reading 
skill through partner work and 
multimedia. The class cannot wait to 
continue the tall tale unit! 
 
Third graders at HES had some very 
special guests this month. To support 
our Heritage and Culture unit in social 
studies, parents were invited into the 
classrooms to share the stories of how 
their families came to America. While 
the teachers were aware that HES has 
some parents who were recent 
immigrants, everyone was quite 
amazed and impressed by the stories 
that they heard. Students were treated 
to parent guests wearing traditional 
clothing, teaching dance moves and 
songs from countries such as Nigeria, 
telling heartwarming stories about 
coming to America for the ones they 
love, hiding out in the mountains of 
Lebanon before they could escape, 
being sent to the United States alone at 
age 15, coming to the U.S. after the 
Vietnam War, and other emotionally 
charged stories. One mother also 
shared that her future husband, whom 
she met in college, was on the same 
boat with her years earlier when she 
came to America. In the last class 
stories were shared about all the new 
opportunities America would provide 
families such as a better life and a 
chance to start over. Several parents 
will be proud new citizens of the United 
States of America in the next few 
months. Underlying all of the stories 
was the idea that America is a land of 
great opportunity. The students got a 

very clear picture of the conditions 
from other countries that brought these 
recent immigrants here. Although the 
parents often repeated what the 
textbook said, it was certainly much 
more compelling listening first hand.   
 
Miss Visicaro‘s kindergarten friends 
have been busy reading poetry! Every 
Monday, a new poem is introduced to 
the class that the children practice 
each day that week and add into their 
poetry journals. They highlight their 
sight words in the poems, too! They 
also get the opportunity to stand up 
and lead the class in the poem of the 
week. They take turns pointing to the 
words while the class sings the 
poem. Then, they get an image that 
correlates with the poem to color and 
glue into their poetry journals as well. 
When they are done gluing in their 
poem and image, they create a setting. 
On Fridays, they place their poetry 
journals into their backpacks to take 
home and share with their family over 
the weekend. 
 
Our Stars are twinkling and effulgent 
with kindness as manifested in the 
Chain of Kindness! For every kind 
word or deed, students have been 
receiving a ‗kindness strip‘ on which 
they write their names. These strips 
are looped together to form a chain. 
Helping a friend pick up things 
dropped, cleaning up stations that they 
were never in, offering tissues to a 
crying friend, complimenting another 
classmate graciously, walking quietly 
in the hallway or even greeting 
someone who visits the classroom are 
all second nature to the students in the 
TP class at HES, where the chain 
began. However, these kind deeds 
and many more have spread across all 
grades at HES, making for a very long, 

very positive chain and, most 
importantly, making the world such a 
beautiful place for all of us! 
 
Last but not least, HES celebrated at 
the Multicultural Assembly on February 
10. Mrs. Borto organized this 
wonderful event where students 
shared dances, poems, and holidays 
that proudly represented their heritage. 
This event highlighted the beautiful 
mosaic that makes up of our HES 
Stars and the wonderfully diverse 
Hillsborough Township community. 

Hillsborough Elementary School—Ms. Susan Eckstein, Principal (continued) 
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students become engaged when using the 

tablet to practice Chinese listening, 

speaking and writing. We also created 

some games, activities and quizzes through 

Google apps. One big advantage was that 

the teacher can get the data instantly after 

students finish the test or practice in class. 

The teacher is then able to know which, if 

any of the students may need more help. 

Students can also login Ms. Kang‘s website 

to review and practice Chinese at home. 

  

The fourth grade students are going to 

graduate from Sunnymead in June. Each 

student was given an authentic Chinese 

name. They practiced how to use a brush 

pen to write Chinese characters which 

prepared them to write their Chinese names 

on their own beautiful bookmarks. 

 

The Grandpa‘s Tangram is an ancient 

Chinese puzzle story. During the integration 

class, the second and third  grade 

students learned how to use seven 

geometric pieces to create different forms 

including animals and people. The second 

grade students made a tea pot project to 

compare the cultural differences between 

Chinese and American customs. 

 

As a highlight to what they learned in 

Chinese class, all the students in our 

school sang the song ―We Wish You a 

Merry Christmas‖ in Chinese at our Sing-

Along Event in December. 

  

Hour of Code at Sunnymead 

Computer Science Education Week, an 

annual program designed to inspire 

students to take interest in computer 

science and to highlight the critical role of 

computing in all careers, took place 

between December 7-13. The centerpiece 

activity of the week is Hour of Code,  a one

-hour introduction to computer science 

designed to show that anybody can learn 

the basics of coding.  

 

All third and fourth grade students at 

Sunnymead participated in Hour of Code, 

and most did beyond the hour. Students 

were excited to learn the basics of Java 

and eager to complete the Minecraft and 

Star Wars themed activities. Some fourth 

grade students partnered up with second 

graders to guide them on an Hour of Code 

activity. Students used both their 

Chromebooks and Nexus tablets to work 

on their coding skills. Several apps and 

websites were used by students in addition 

to the Hour of Code, such as Tynker, 

Lightbot, Code with Google, The Foos, 

and others. Check out Hour of Code at 

www.code.org. 

Sunnymead Elementary School—Dr. Tammy Jenkins, Principal (continued) 
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Auten Road Intermediate School—Mr. Christopher Carey, Principal (continued) 

She made the difference in my son’s 5th 

and 6th grade experience.”  
 
Congratulations, once again, to Ms. Bruce 
for being named the ARIS Educational 
Services Professional of the Year.  Thank 
you for your commitment to excellence! 
  
Plimouth Plantation Virtual Field Trip  
Ms. Sellar‘s REACH students took a trip 
back in time on January 27. During an in-
house field trip, grade 5 REACH students 
made a virtual connection with historians 
from the Plimouth Plantation (Plymouth, 
MA) to learn more about the original 
settlement of the Plymouth Colony 
established in the 17th century by English 
colonists. The 1627 English village 
―interpreters‖ have been trained to speak, 
act and dress appropriately for the period. 
At Plimoth Plantation, they are called 
historical interpreters, answering 

worked at Lehigh University. Later, she 
worked in the Monroe Township School 
District as a special education teacher.   
 
For the last 17 years, Ms. Bruce has worked 
with the Hillsborough Public School District.  
During that time, she worked as a school 
psychologist as Hillsborough Elementary 
School, Woodfern Elementary, Triangle 
Elementary, Amsterdam Elementary, and at  
Auten Road school when it was an elementary 
school as well as currently as an intermediate 
school. The following is an excerpt from a 
nomination letter received by a parent on 
behalf of Ms. Bruce:   
 
“My son had a difficult time adjusting to 5th 
grade and then again in 6th grade. Ms. Bruce 
was his rock. Without Ms. Bruce, he would not 
have experienced the level of success that he 
did. Ms. Bruce is kind, caring, and supportive. 

questions, discussing their lives and 
viewpoints as if they were from that time 
period. Thank you to Ms. Sellar and the 
district‘s technology specialists for 
organizing this enriching field trip 
experience.    
 
Metropolitan Museum of Art Field Trip 
On Saturday, January 9, grade 5 Art 
teacher, Ms. Matthews, took 40 students 
and parent chaperones to the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art (NYC) on a 
field trip. Students and family members 
spent the day exploring the largest art 
museum in the United States and one of 
the most visited art museums in the 
world.   

https://sites.google.com/a/htps.us/kang/
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Looking Ahead on the District Calendar 
March 4-6—HHS Theatre Musical 
March 8—Referendum Vote 
March 12-13—HHS Theatre Musical 
March 14—Board of Education Meeting 
March 21-25—Spring Recess 
March 28—Board of Education Meeting 
 

Assistant Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa Antunes (continued) 

elements which comprise a 21st 
century education: 
 
Core Subjects: including, but not 
limited to English language arts, math, 
s c i e n ce ,  f o re i gn  l an gu ag e s , 
economics, arts, and history 
 
21st Century Content: including, but 
not limited to global awareness, health 
a n d  w e l l n e s s  a w a r e n e s s , 
environmental literacy, entrepreneurial 
literacy 
 
Learning and Thinking Skills: 
including, but not limited to critical 
thinking, problem solving, reasoning, 
analysis, communication, creativity 

and innovation interpretation, 
collaboration, and contextual 
learning 
 
Information and Communication 
Technologies Literacy: including, 
but not limited to internet literacy, 
data interpretation and analysis, the 
ability to utilize technologies to 
develop content knowledge and 
skills in support of 21st century 
teaching and learning 
 
Life Skills: including, but not 
limited to ethics, leadership, 
accountab i l i ty ,  adaptab i l i ty , 
resiliency, self-direction, social 
awareness and responsibility 

21st Century Assessments: 
authentic assessments that 
measure core skills and core 
subjects and 21st century content  
 
It is important to remember that 
many of these skills are applicable 
across all content areas and in all 
areas of the life of a student. So 
the next time you hear someone 
refer to ―21st century skills‘ you can 
feel good in the knowledge that 
there is some clarity as to what it 
really means. 

 

Please visit the district’s website, www.htps.us for additional events and details.  

Amsterdam Elementary School—Dr. Mary Ann Mullady  (continued) 

But what really sets Mrs. Dempsey apart is the 

magnitude to which she knows children and 

the impact she has on them. With skill and 

ease she creates bonds with children and 

demonstrates a fierce desire to make 

everything right in their world. Her compassion 

and love for children shines through 

everything she does. Her work, attitude and 

interactions are an inspiration for us all 

and a very hard act to follow! 

 

Jennifer Dempsey…Extra Special 

Professional….indeed! 

 

We hope to continue to weather the 

storms and are looking forward to all the 

wonderful experiences that will occur at 

our school during the months to come. 

  

 

http://www.hillsborough.k12.nj.us/Page/67
https://twitter.com/#!/HillsboroughBOE
http://www.facebook.com/hillsboroughtownshippublicschools
http://www.youtube.com/user/hillsboroughschools

